
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 1984 
eopmte IW  he NWW Y O P ~  ~ i r a ~ t l  

Bisposa Atomic b 5te 
940's Troub es Town 

By EDWARD A, GARGAFd 
Special to The N a n  York Tim@ 

LEWISTON. N.U. - From Ns cornfield, 
James Lombadi can see just the tip of the 
silo, 

"The tower," as it IS called here, is only 
1% feet tall, but it has cast a long shadow 
across this commmity of 3,325 people by 
the swift Niagara River. Inside the crum- 
bling concrete slmcture are packed tons of 
radioactive waste fmm the M h a t t a n  
Project - the World War It: research effort 
that led to the dwelopment of the atomic 
bomb. 

Now, after years of denqdng that there 
was any radimctive material at the site, 
the Fderal  Govemmer?t is kgiming to 
talk gublrcly a b u t  its plans for mare secure 
storage of the waste in the silo and in other 
areas of the IWacre Cavemment reserva- 
tion that juts into eke t m ~ f  of Lewiston. 

The radioactivity has conaminat& large 
a m o m s  of land on the reservation and 
patches off it that once were part of the 
rwervation, accoding to a Federal evimn- 
mental repart. 

""A$ first we were blatantly lid to," saib 
Mr. Lombardi, who mixes crop faming 
and dairying with his duties as Town Super- 
visor, the highmt I ~ i d  elective office. 

"They just snld, 'No, nolh~ng" there.' Now 
they're finally do~ng someaing about con- 
tainment." 

The denials, ul respnse to questions by 
local officials, were rewlarly reported in 
the local press over about five years, begin- 
ning in the rrmiddle 1970's. 

Starting in 1981, with heighten& concern 
from local and slate officials, as well as 
members of Congress, the Federal Depart- 
ment of Energy h g a n  to achowldge  the 
existence of rad~oactive materials at the 
site. 

Those concerns, according to Dan L. But- 
ler, a swkesman for the agency, "caused 
us to look into the site, and we decided more 
work n d &  to be done to bring it up to the 
minimum stmdards of the Deparrment of 
Energy." 

Last month the departmelit released a 
draft environmental impact study exarnin- 
ing alternatives for dealing with the nuclear 
waste on the resewation, fomally called 
the Niagara Fails Storage Site. The alterna- 
tives ranged fmm doing n o ~ i n g  to shippi% 
the waste 2,500 miles in 16,000 trucklaads to 
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another major nuclear waste site in 
Wanford, Wash. 

But it is not only radioactive waste 
that troubles the people of Lewiston. 
Abutting the Government site is a 700- 
acre tract of scrubby pine trees that is 
one of the country's iargest toxic-waste 
disposal dumps. 

O p n t e d  by SCA Services Inc. of 
Boston, the site contains "just about 
every Irazardous waste you can name," 
according to Paul E. Counterman, 
chief of the Bureau of Hazardous Waste 
Technology for the State DeparZment 
of Environmental Conservation, which 
reguiates the dump. 

While toxic and hazardous chemical 
wastes continue to pour into the Lewis- 
ton dump, it is the imminence of action t ~ 6 n i ~  Born b Project 
by the Government on the disposal of 
?.he radioactive waste that has caused 
concern in town. 

Was a 3- Year Effart 
Originally called the Manhattan En- 

gineering District, the Lewiston site 
was used fur the disposal of radioactive1 
waste resulting from work on the first 
atomic bomb. The first waste rnatefi- 
als were deposited in 1944. Additional 
waste and residues were transported to 
Lewiston for several years after World 
W-ar XI. 

Dangerous for Eons 

The Department of Energy esti- 
mates that 255,WQ cubic feet of radio- 
active material here must be dealt 
with. And while the department con- 
tends that much of the material - pri- 
marily contaminat& soil - contains 
only slight radioactivity, it has found 
still "significant quantities" of tho- 
rium-230 and radium-226. 

Both substances *Id, remain danger- 
ously radioactive for tens of thousands 
of years. Scientists have said the sub- 
stances can cause cancer in people who 
are exposed to them, as well as birth 
defects in their children. 

In the meantime the waste in the silo 
is being removed by Bechtel National 
Inc. under a contract with the Depart- ' 
ment of Energy, and the tower itself is 
tn be demolished soon. 

Pemanwt Storage M&ed 

"We'renor sure about the stability of 
the silo," explained John F. Smatter,  
a spkesrnan for Bechtel who works out 1 

sion of the land and by intrusion Many people here believe the t 
siders onto the site, according to has been ~manexxt ly  scan& by 
pafiment's environmental i combined presence of th~e radioac 
study. and toxic waste sites. 

~ u t  even the department's Barbara A. Kivi, a local real-es 
steps have not quieted the fears agent, attributes the area's seve 
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of the Department of Energy's office in 
Oak Ridge, Tern. "The silo has been al- 
lowing the escape of radon gas." 

Radon is a radioactive gas that has 
been sham to cause cancer if inhaled. 

i h e  radioactive waste is being trans- 
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